Murphy’s Law
“Whatever can go wrong, will go wrong.”


It never fails.  Once your spouse is deployed it seems all sorts of things go wrong which never happen when they are home to take care of the problem.  Just this past week my wife was driving the kids to school when the car broke down.  After walking the kids home she called AAA and had them tow it to the Chevy dealer.  It was bound to happen.  Not only am I deployed but she is sending in the last payment this month and we all know that cars have a sixth sense when it comes to warranties running out and they know when you finish that last payment - then it is time for things to start going wrong.


But I don’t need to tell you this.  Even if this is the first time that your husband (or wife) has been deployed, you are now an “old salt”.  The kids aren’t starving, the bills are being paid, and the inevitable crises have been overcome because you have handled it all.  That is why you should really give yourself a pat on the back.  Now you know how tough you really are.  You can handle it all.  Not that it wouldn’t be nice to have the old “devil dog” back home and put him to work – it is just that now you can hold your head up high knowing that you can handle it all.


Of course we all have our bad days when things seem overwhelming.  But there is a saying I learned from Alanon that would be a great motto for all of us to live by.  “Nothing can happen today that God and I cannot handle together.”  Just think about it.  It is true.  You are handling things, even if it feels more like a juggling act than conducting an orchestra.  And the other thing that is true is, you are not alone.  Of course I am a strong proponent of having faith, and I know that God will guide all of us through this challenging time.  But you also have a strong support network out there that can help you along the way.


My wife, Jennifer, has been telling me about a new Marine Corps program called, “Operation Enduring Families”.  They sure named that one right.  Jennifer, Kim Lawson, and the other KVs can do a much better job of telling you about this great program than I could, so I encourage you to ask one of the KVs to tell you all about it.  As a chaplain and as a husband, I really appreciate that the Corps is making such a good effort to help families by providing counseling, advice on car repairs, playgroups and activities for the kids, and much more than I could tell you in a simple newsletter article.  Check it out.  There truly is something for everyone in this program.


Well, this isn’t a sermon so I should wrap it up soon.  But I did want to thank each and every one of you for making my job easier.  Every time that you handle a crisis, each letter or package that gets through the mail, and every bill that gets paid on time really supports our Marines and helps them to keep their head in the game.  Our nation has taken on the tough task of building a safer world for our kids and our grandchildren.  I am convinced that most days your job is harder than ours.  You are on the front line of this fight, taking care of the home front.  You may not get a medal for all you do, but you will certainly get our love and admiration.  Thank you and God Bless you and yours.
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