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Definition:

Sole Surviving Son/Daughter.  The only remaining son/daughter in a

family where the father/mother (or one or more sons or daughters) was killed

in action or died in the line of duty while serving in the Armed Forces as a

result of wounds, accident, or disease; or is in a captured or missing-in-action

status; or is permanently 100 percent physically disabled (to include

100 percent mental disability) as determined by the Department of Veterans’

Affairs or one of the military services, and is hospitalized on a continuing

basis and not gainfully employed by virtue of such disability.  Unless in

conjunction with the foregoing requirements, being an only child does not

constitute sole surviving son/daughter status.

ASSIGNMENT OF SOLE SURVIVING SONS/DAUGHTERS
1. Eligibility and Restrictive Assignment

a. Acquiring or retaining sole surviving son or daughter status shall

not depend on the existence of any other living family member, including a

sole surviving son with one or more surviving sisters or including a sole

surviving daughter with one or more surviving brothers. The continued

existence of a family unit shall not be required for qualifying as a sole

surviving son or daughter. The Marine may qualify as a sole surviving son or

daughter through either the Marine’s father or mother. The parent through

whom the Marine seeks to qualify need not be living, but the Marine shall be

the only remaining son or daughter, natural or adopted, of that parent.

b. A Marine who is a sole surviving son or daughter as defined in

Appendix A, will not be assigned to any overseas area designated as a

hostile fire or imminent danger area or to duties involving actual combat

with the enemy including assignment to sea duty aboard ships operating in

a sea area designated a hostile fire area, unless they volunteer and request

a waiver.

c. A parent or spouse may request restrictive assignment of a sole

surviving son or daughter, i.e., assignment to an area outside a designated

hostile fire area; however, such a request may be waived by the individual

Marine concerned.

(1) When the parent(s) or spouse of a qualified sole surviving son

or daughter requests protective assignment under this paragraph for the

Marine, the Marine shall be afforded the opportunity to waiver the parental

or spousal request before a final determination is made by the Marine Corps.

(2) A Marine who voluntarily enlists, reenlists, or extends the

period of active duty with the Marine Corps after the date of notification

of the family casualty on which the sole surviving status is based, shall be

considered as automatically having waived the rights to the restrictive

assignment provisions under this paragraph.

(3) A Marine who has waived the status as a sole surviving son or

daughter may request reinstatement of that status at any time.

d. This policy does not prevent the assignment of sole surviving sons

or daughters to overseas areas where combat conditions are nonexistent.
