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Fall/November 2003 Issue

RED LIGHTNING GAZETTE

MWCS 38 NEWSLETTER

www.miramar.usmc.mil/macg38/mwcs38/index.htm
FROM THE COMMANDING OFFICER

Dear Family and friends,


I’m pleased to report that the majority of our Marines have returned from Kuwait and Iraq. There are only a handful of Marines still deployed, less than ten, and we expect them to be home by Thanksgiving. I want to personally thank each and every one of you for your sacrifices during this deployment. The war In Iraq has not been easy on you or our Marines. But with your love, prayers, unflinching support, cooperation, and understanding we have gotten through this difficult time together.


On November 15, 2003 the Squadron will host a Family Appreciation Day/Welcome Home picnic for you at the Westwood Club in the Rancho Bernardo, CA. This is an opportunity for us to say thank you to our families and spend some time rekindling old relationships and making new friends. There will be plenty of activities for all ages so I encourage you to pack the kids in the car and come out and have a great time! Additional details on the picnic are included in this newsletter.


Lastly, the global war on terrorism is not over and the rebuilding of Iraq continues. It is possible that members of the squadron will have to be deployed again in the future to support either one of these efforts.

Therefore, it is important to make good use of your time together and keep such things as finances, Wills, Powers of Attorney, and other personal information up to date. This will help make things go much smoother if another deployment is necessary.

Very Sincerely,

D.P. OLSZOWY

Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Marine Corps

Commanding 

KEY VOLUNTEER NETWORK

What is the Key Volunteer Network?

The Key Volunteer Network is a communication link, designed to provide information, referral, and support to families within our Squadron.  Your Squadron KVN serves as the communication conduit between the Marines of MWCS-38 and its families?

Who is a Key Volunteer?

A Key Volunteer is a spouse of a Marine of the Squadron. Key Volunteers are supportive of the US Marine Corps and its core values of Honor, Courage, and Commitment.

If you’re interested in being part of a reliable foundation of unit information and as a trustworthy referral resource for the command, please contact myself, or your Company Key Volunteer Coordinator listed in this newsletter.

Sincerely,

Laura Heitink

MWCS-38 SQUADRON KVC

 619-729-3293

leheitink@aol.com
KVN Contact Information
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Jeanne Olszowy     
Nakoa D. LaCroix



Squadron Advisor    
A Company

jeannelh@worldnet.att.net
DantzLac1@aol.com
858-271-1953          
301-442-3672   

Leslie Bassaragh      
Kymm Thomas


B Company             
HQ Company

lbassaragh@yahoo.com
kymm@san.rr.com
858-271-6174
858-467-9036


Upcoming Events and Information

- 1 November, Marine Corps Birthday Ball (see enclosed flyer)
Operation Iraqi Freedom Coin

 - Makes a great post deployment momento or stocking stuffer.  Only $6. Call GySgt Lovell, A Company, at 858-577-4221

- Key Volunteer Training: Basic skills class, Nov 15 (Sat), 18, 19, or 20;  Dec 9, 10, 11 or 13 (Sat). Contact your Company Coordinator for details.

- Free Career Training in Dentistry available.  If  interested call, Andy O’Hara at 760-725-3303.

- 15 November, Family Day. 10am-4pm. POC is Captain Fernando Nater at 858-577-4605 (see enclosed flyer)

- Helpful information regarding deployment preparation: www.deploymentconnections.org 

- Internet access available for spouses with deployed Marines. At L.I.N.K.S. across from the Jet Mart. 9am-4pm, Monday-Friday


-13 November, Parenting the Toddler, 18 months-3 years. 9am-12pm, Marine Corps Recruit Depot, Community Service Center Bldg 26. Registration deadline is 3 Nov.

Call 619-524-0805

- Holiday Dates: Veteran’s Day (Nov 17); Thanksgiving (Nov 27); Christmas (Dec 25); New Year’s Day (Jan 1)

Headquarters Company News

     The remaining combat deployed Marines of Headquarters Company have all returned home from Iraq and Kuwait recently.  A heart-felt thank you goes out to the family members that remained strong through the lonely and hard times apart from their loved ones. With the Company home our efforts are focused on continuing training, repairing equipment, and enjoying personal leave.  The holiday time of year is upon us with   Halloween, the Marine Corps Birthday Ball (1 Nov.), Squadron Family Day (15 Nov), Thanksgiving, the Company Christmas party, and of course New Year’s.   My family and I are very excited to meet all the new family members and enjoy stories with the old families!

Sincerely, 
Captain Rob Thomas USMC

Headquarters Company CO

            Alpha Company News
     Greetings to the families of Alpha Company Marines, I want to take this opportunity to introduce myself.  I am the new Executive Officer of Alpha Company.  I have been at the Squadron for two years as a Platoon Commander in Bravo Company.  I am a new member of the Alpha Company Family ,  I am still learning names and faces of the Marines.  I look forward to meeting you at the Marine Corps Birthday Ball on 01 November and at the Squadron Welcome Home Party on 15 November.  These upcoming months will have plenty of opportunities to spend time with our families, to include our Company Christmas party tentatively schedule on 16 Dec.  Enjoy the time you spend with your loved ones during the Ball, Veterans Day, Squadron Welcome Home Party, and Thanksgiving.  We all have much to be thankful for.  We were very blessed to come back home with everybody safe and sound, with the love, support, and prayers of our families and friends.  Please take these upcoming opportunities to enjoy what matters most-- our loved ones, our freedom, and our country.

Semper Fi and God Bless,

1stLt Tom Allosso

Alpha Company XO

Bravo Company News

     I would like to start out by saying thank you to all the Bravo company spouses and families for the incredible support we received during Operation Iraqi Freedom. Bravo company Marines performed admirably all throughout our deployment as a result. I am the new Bravo Company Executive Officer and have been with the company since June 2002. I have not had the opportunity to meet all of you yet, but am looking forward to seeing everyone at the Marine Corps Birthday ball on the 1st of Nov. The Miramar air show just took place this past weekend and we have several events and holidays coming up in the next month. We have Veterans Day and Thanksgiving coming up in Nov as well as the Squadron family day on the 15th of Nov. In Dec we of course have the Christmas holidays and a Company Christmas party (12 Dec). Remember to take advantage of all the upcoming opportunities to spend time with your family, friends and loved ones. I look forward to all of the upcoming events and opportunities to meet all of you. 

Take care and God Bless,

Capt Stephen C Waters

Bravo Company XO

Important Phone Numbers

Squadron Family Readiness Officer (FRO)

- Captain Fernando Nater     
858-577-4605

HQ Company FRO

- CWO2 Eric Malbrough
858-577-7523

A Company FRO

- 1stLt Brad Hanson
858-577-8620

B Company FRO

- Captain Steve Waters
858-577-9574

Squadron Duty Officer
858-577-7524

Group Duty Officer
858-577-9605

MACG-38 Chaplain
858-577-9598

Poison Control
800-876-4766

American Red Cross
858-542-7400

Food Locker /Share
858-577-6550

USO
619-235-6503

MCCS Counseling Center
858-577-6585

New Parent Suppt Group
858-577-9812



Squadron’s New Family Members

HQ Co

Sept 17 – MSgt Ayran, boy “Bernard”

Sept 27 – SSgt’s Moore, boy “Quincy”

A Co

Sept 11 - LCpl Mendoza, girl “Isabella”
Oct 17 - Cpl Marquis, girl “Rhiannon”

B Co
Oct 1 – Sgt Lejeune, boy “Ian”

Oct 17 – LCpl Archer, girl “Ryan-Elizabeth”

Oct 20 - Capt Vazquez, girl “Jada” 













